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Introduction

Presentazione

The Department of Hygiene, Preventive Medicine and Public Health (DHPM&PH) of 
the University of Messina, born in 1986 from the original Institute of Hygiene, for so many 
years directed by the unforgettable Prof Raffaele De Blasi, was founded in 1986 and was 
first directed by Prof Luigi Squeri. Nobody was surprised therefore when, on the occasion 
of the thirtieth anniversary of its foundation, the DHPM&PH decided to celebrate the event 
with a “Taormina1 meeting” in memory of the two “Maestri”, titled “Preventive measures 
in the population and within the hospital setting at the light of the new Essential Levels of 
Assistance”, whose contributions were centered on vaccinations and healthcare-associated 
infections, two topical themes now, but already present among the dominant interests 
of both Prof De Blasi and Prof Squeri. The DHPM&PH went on in 2018 with a further 
“Taormina meeting”, this time celebrating its own connection with the two recently born 
italian Academies of Public Health, namely the Roman Academy and the Lombard Academy, 
already very active - and friendly competing – in the task of spreading the achievements of 
the modern research in Public Health among the other components of the biomedical world, 
the stakeholders and the decision makers.

The Proceedings of the first Taormina meeting have ben published in 2018 on a 
supplementary issue of this Journal2, and the same is being done with the Proceedings of 
the second  meeting of 20183, whose contributions include again papers from  the Messina 
School of Hygiene, but also contributions from other Sicilian and continental departments 
from around the Country. There is a group of papers devoted again to items became “hot” 
after the recent intensification and hardening of public interventions: vaccinations, vaccination 
policies, organization of vaccination services, evaluation of different interventions, perception 
of the infective risk, participation of other health professionals in the fight against vaccine 
hesitancy; another group of papers is devoted to healthcare associated infections, but there 
is also an interest on new fields as healthy lifestyles, nutrition and the academic training in 
public health for professionals as Biologists. There is no doubt that the papers in the present 
issue of Annali di Igiene will call attention from all the readers.
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1 From the name of the famous resort in Sicily, where the Meeting took place
2 Ann Ig 2018, Vol 30, Suppl to issue 4
3 Ann Ig 2019, Vol 31, Suppl to issue 1


